The series of interesting pathological changes were so exemplified in the post-mortem examination of this case, that I need offer no apology for sending it for publication. The deceased was a Railway Head Constable, who was occasionally subject to fever. Two days before his death he felt out of sorts. On the morning of the fatal day he went to a tank for bathing or washing purposes, and was found dead in the middle of the day near the water side.
Digitalis, a powerful cardiac tonic, is of great value in cases of obstructive disease of the heart threatening syncope, but in Bright's disease, attended with hypertrophy of heart, it does harm by aggravating the arterial tension and resistance, and thus favouring rupture in some internal organs. Stimulants of the alcoholic series are then indicated as ether, which reduces the tension, and thus removing the resistance, enables the heart to work with less expense of force and energy.
